Simple fractures of the patella may he divided, for purposes of treatment, into two classes : (1) Where the fibrous expansion from the quadriceps tendon which covers the anterior surface of the bone is intact, or at leastlnot completely torn through, and thus separation of the fragments to any extent is prevented. This condition occurs very rarely when the bone is broken by muscular action, but is the rule in fracture due to a direct blow. (2) Where thie fibrous expansion is completely torn, allowing of, and necessitating, an appreciable separation of the fragments. This (by far the commonest kind of fracture) is the result of a sudden contraction of the powerful quadriceps in an attempt to save a fall with the knee semifixed, tbe patella in this position of the joint resting only by the central portion of its articular surface against the femur, and so being snapped across.
In the 1st class the treatment is simple and effectual, there being no separation of the fragments to be overcome.
Bony union readily takes place with any form of apparatus that keeps the knee fixed lor four or five weeks.
In the 2nd class the treatment adopted here is of two kinds?non-operative and operative.
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